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sustainability of the efforts of the Dance Company and the School.
(Chandula; Chitrasena and Vajira Dance Foundation)

Arun Abey, a Sri Lankan expatriate in Australia, is patron of the
Chitrasena-Vajira Dance Foundation (CVDF). During an event at the
Kalayathanaya in February 2014 he, on behalf of the three
generations of the Samson and Annapurni Abeyagunawardena
family settled in Australia, pledged $(A) 100,000 (about eleven
million Sri Lanka rupees) to the Endowment Fund and invited
others to chip in. Directors of CVDF estimate that two hundred
million rupees would be required to build the proposed Chitrasena
Vajira Centre for Dance. A plan drawn up by a renowned architect
has been approved. The plan includes a large hall in which to hold
teaching classes, a studio in which to conduct rehearsals, a studio
for creative work, an apartment for the principal to reside in,
library, office, dormitories for males and for females, dining room,
storage room, and kitchen. The dormitories are for students who
travel from distant outstations and have to stay over-night.

The new Centre would help to achieve the CVDF's vision: to inspire
the transformation of the Sri Lankan traditional dance into a
universally recognizable rigorous and professional art form by
preserving noteworthy traditions and innovating from them,
discovering and sustaining new talent, and fostering creativity and
artistic excellence. (Chitrasena and Vajira Dance Foundation;
Abeyagunawardena, Messages).

Dance always has remained sacred for Vajira, a serious art, not
merely entertainment, or a way to make money. She has always
lived for the dance, in total dedication to the dance. Due to the
productive lives of Chitrasena and Vajira the Chitrasena Dance
Company has presented to their country a considerable number of
well trained and devoted and creative dancers. This is the big
challenge for the future: to keep up to the standard they have set of
their great dance theatre (Abeyagunawardena; Silpadhipathi), and
to even go beyond it and move on.
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