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sustainability of the efforts of the Dance Company and the School.
(Chandula; Chitrasena and Vajira Dance Foundation)

Arun Abey, a Sri Lankan expatriate in Australia, is patron of the
Chitrasena-Vajira Dance Foundation (CVDF). During an event at the
Kalayathanaya in February 2014 he, on behalf of the three
generations of the Samson and Annapurni Abeyagunawardena
family settled in Australia, pledged $(A) 100,000 (about eleven
million Sri Lanka rupees) to the Endowment Fund and invited
others to chip in. Directors of CVDF estimate that two hundred
million rupees would be required to build the proposed Chitrasena­
Vajira Centre for Dance. A plan drawn up by a renowned architect
has been approved. The plan includes a large hall in which to hold
teaching classes, a studio in which to conduct rehearsals, a studio
for creative work, an apartment for the principal to reside in,
library, office, dormitories for males and for females, dining room,
storage room, and kitchen. The dormitories are for students who
travel from distant outstations and have to stay over-night.

The new Centre would help to achieve the CVDF's vision: to inspire
the transformation of the Sri Lankan traditional dance into a
universally recognizable rigorous and professional art form by
preserving noteworthy traditions and innovating from them,
discovering and sustaining new talent, and fostering creativity and
artistic excellence. (Chitrasena and Vajira Dance Foundation;
Abeyagunawardena, Messages).

Dance always has remained sacred for Vajira, a serious art, not
merely entertainment, or a way to make money. She has always
lived for the dance, in total dedication to the dance. Due to the
productive lives of Chitrasena and Vajira the Chitrasena Dance
Company has presented to their country a considerable number of
well trained and devoted and creative dancers. This is the big
challenge for the future: to keep up to the standard they have set of
their great dance theatre (Abeyagunawardena; Silpadhipathi), and
to even go beyond it and move on.

References
Abeyagunawardena, Samson. "Keeper of a Great Tradition", Vajira ­

a Dancer to Treasure. Eds. Abeyagunawardena, Samson,
Arun Abey, Ernest Macintyre. 1996. Print.

Abeyagunawardena, Samson. Messages to the author. 2014. E­
mails.

129



NURNBERGER

Abeyagunawardena, Samson. Interview with Heshma Wignaraja. 18
January 2014. Chitrasena and Vajira School of Dance. Print

Aloysius, Carol. "Vajira - The Queen of Dance". Sunday Observer 17
November 1996. 51. Print

Chandula. "Information about Dr. Vajira Chitrasena Dias from 2003
- Present". Manuscript on behalf of the Chitrasena Vajira
Dance Foundation, March 2014. Print

Chitrasena [Dias, Maurice]. "Chitrasena: 50 Years of Dance, From an
Interview", Nrtya Puja: A Tribute to Chitrasena, 50 Years in
the Dance: 1936,-1986. Ed. Chitrasena and Vajira Dance
Foundation. Colombo: Lotus Press, 1987.43-75. Print

Chitrasena and Vajira Dance Foundation (eds). Inspire. From Ritual
to the Classical: Elevating Sri Lankan Traditional Dance to a
Globally Recognized Classical Art Form. A Vision of the
Chitrasena Vajira Dance Foundation, 2014. Print

CITY: Chitrasena and Vajira School of Dance (eds.). Vajira. In
Celebration of Fifty Years of Dance, 1996. Print

Coomaraswamy, Ananda K. Mediaeval Sinhalese Art. 3rd ed., Sri
Lanka: State Printing, 1979. Print.

De Silva, D. G. B. "Bera-Handa - Vajira's new Sinhala ballet". Rev. of
Bera-Handa. Islands-Midweek Review 28.02.2001. Print

Gombrich, Richard, Gananath Obeyesekere. Buddhism
Transformed: Religious Change in Sri Lanka. Princeton:
Princeton UP, 1988. Print

Gunesekera, Sirohmi. "Ridmaranga - Vajira in Perspective". Rev. of
Ridmaranga. Daily Mirror 14 February 2013. Web. 21 July
2014. [http://life.dailymirror.lk/article/4389/ ridmaranga­
vajira-in-perspective]

Handunetti, Dilrukshi. "Vajira's creativity still sparkles". Sunday
Times T.V. Magazine 13-19 February 2000. Print.

Hattotuwa, Sanjana. "A brief glimpse of Kumbi Kathawa".
Groundviews. 23 August 2007, 21 July 2014. Web.
[http://groundviews.org/2007/08/23/a-brief-glimpse-of­
kumbi-kathawa-ant-story/]

Heshma [Wignaraja, Heshma]. 1999-2000. Messages to the author.
E-mails

Kapferer, Bruce. A Celebration of Demons: Exorcism and the
Aesthetics of Healing in Sri Lanka. Bloomington: Indiana UP,
1982, Print.

Karunaratne, Kirthi Sri. "Bera Handa's Resounding Beat".
Manuscript, 2003. Print.

130



SRI LANKA JOURNAL OF THE HUMANITIES VOLUME 40

Kulatillake, C.D.S. and Ranjan Abeyesinghe. A Background to Sinhala
Traditional Music of Sri Lanka. Colombo: Department of
Cultural Affairs, 1976. Print.

Mendis, Risidra. "Drum Story tribute to Chitrasena". Rev. of Bera­
Handa. Sunday Leader 18 February 2001. Print.

Nurnberger, Marianne. "Ritueller Geschlechterwandel der Tanzer
Sri Lankas". Verkehren der Geschlechter, Reflexionen und
Analysen von Ethnologinnen. Eds. Kossek, Brigitte,
Dorothea Langer, Gerti Seiser. Wien: Wiener Frauenverlag,
1989.272-280. Print.

---. Interviews on stage and ritual dance with Srilankan dancers,
dance-teachers and sponsors of the dance and field notes
1980-1996. Handwritten notes, tape recordings and print.

---. Dance is the Language of the Gods: The Chitrasena School and
the Traditional Roots of Sri Lankan. Stage Dance.
Amsterdam: VU UP, 1998. Print.

Obeyesekere, Gananath. "Social Change and the Deities: Rise of the
Kataragama Cult in Modern Sri Lanka". Man - The Journal of
the Royal Anthropological Institute, 12, 1977. 377-396.
Print.

---. Medusa's Hair: An Essay on Personal Symbols and Religious
Experience. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1981. Print.

---. The Cult of the Goddess Pattini. Chicago: U of Chicago P,' 1984.
Print.

Perera, Ruhani. "The Dance of the Drum". Sunday Times Plus 11
February 2001. 2. Print

Pitzer-Reyl, Renate. Die Frau im fruhen Buddhismus. Berlin:
Reimer. 1984. Print.

Silpadhipathi, Piasara. "Vajira Has Set the Standard". Vajira - a
Dancer to Treasure. Eds. Samson Abeyagunawardena,
Ernest Macintyre, Arun Abey, 1996. Print.

Raghavan, M.D. Sinhala Natum. Dances of the Sinhalese. Colombo:
M.D. Gunasena, 1967. Print.

"Ridmaranga - a tribute to Vajira". Rev. of Ridmaranga. Sunday
Times 02 February 2013. Web. 21 July 2014.
[http://www.sundaytimes.lk/130203/plus/.people-and­
events-2-30859.html]

Seneviratna, Anuradha. Traditional Dances of Sri Lanka. Colombo:
Ministry of Cultural Affairs, 1984. Print.

Subasinghe, Somalatha. "Turning Points", Nrtya Puja: A Tribute to
Chitrasena, 50 Years in the Dance: 1936-1986: Eds.
Chitrasena and Vajira Dance Foundation, Colombo: Lotus
Press, 1996. 3-5. Print.

131



NURNBERGER

Tsomo, Karma Lekshe (ed.) Tochter des Buddha. Leben und Alltag
spiritueller Frauen im Buddhismus heute. Mu..,nich:
Diederichs, 1991. Print

Turner, Victor. Yom Ritual zum Theater - Der Ernst des
menschlichen Spiels. Trans. Schomburg-Scherff, Sylvia M.
Frankfurt: Campus Verlag, 1989. Print.

Vajira [Vajira Dias Chitrasena]. Messages to the Author. n.d. 2003.
Letters.

Vogt-Fryba, Beatrice. Konnen und Vertrauen. Ed. Ethnologisches
Seminar der Universitat Zurich. Zurich:
Volkerkundemuseum der Universitat Zurich, 1991. Print.

Vanderkoen Mendis, Charmaine. "Moving and Inspiring: The Art of
Chitrasena - A Birthday Tribute to a Guru". 05 February
2006, Web. 21 July 2014.

Vijayaluxmi. "Ridmaranga". Daily Mirror 17 February 2013. Web. 21
July 2014.
[http://www.nation.lk/edition/photoscape/item/ls765­
ridmaranga.html]

Weerakoon, Abhaya. "Nonnen in Sri Lanka". Tochter des Buddha.
Leben und Alltag spiritueller Frauen im Buddhismus heute.
Ed. Karma Lekshe Tsomo. 127-131. Munchen: Diederichs,
1991. Print.

132


